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A report on the peace march that started from Chatti (Andhra Pradesh) on Oct 
2, 2018 and ended at Jagdalpur (Chhattisgarh) on Oct 12, 2018; and the 

proceedings of Bastar Dialogue 2, a conclave that took place in Jagdalpur on 
October 12-13 to discuss how to take the New Peace Process forward  
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Executive Summary 
1. The second step of the ‘New Peace Process’ was taken on October 2, 2018 

from Mahatma Gandhi Sabari Aashramam, Chatti (Andhra Pradesh). The 
Shanti Padyatra (peace march) started on October 2nd 2018, the 150th birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. It ended on October 12 at Jagdalpur 
(Chhattisgarh). At the end of the 191 kilometre long yatra, a two-day 
conclave – Bastar Dialogue 2 -- was organized in Jagdalpur. 160 people 
attended the conclave, including academicians, bureaucrats, individuals, 
community elders and leaders, scholars, human rights activists, journalists 
and the 130-odd padyatris from Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya 
Pradesh, Telangana and Maharashtra who had walked the entire 191-km 
stretch for 10 days.  
 

2. The decision to organize a Shanti Padyatra was taken at Bastar Dialogue 1, a 
three-day conclave at Tilda, Chhattisgarh from 8-10 June 2018. It was 
attended by over 100 representatives from Odisha, Jharkhand, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh and Chhattisgarh. Earlier 
peace processes and dialogues in Central India have had negligible or no 
Adivasi presence. Thus many organisations, individuals, community leaders, 
former bureaucrats, former central minister, communities, scholars, 
academicians and human rights activists assembled in Tilda under the banner 
of Vikalp Sangam for Peace in Central India to discuss the prospects, 
possibilities and alternative ways of building peace in Central India with 
greater direct participation of the Adivasis. The Vikalp Sangam engaged in 
understanding the various non-violent alternatives created by people in the 
field, such as strengthening gram sabhas under PESA; getting access to rights, 
privileges and dues under Forest Rights Act (FRA) and undertaking a 
padyatra on Gandhi’s 150th birth anniversary advocating for peace. 
  

3. The main aim of the Shanti Padyatra was to walk along the highway 
connecting Chatti and Jagdalpur and interact with people, understand their 
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problems and deliberate upon possible solutions. These central Indian states 
are marred with problems of resource conflict, social disparities, conflict 
between Maoists and state forces and severe questions on the 
developmental debate. More than 12,000 people have died in last 20 years 
in Central India due to the ongoing conflict. Out of this 2,700 were security 
forces and more than 9,300 were rural and local members of community. 
Keeping these staggering numbers in mind, it made sense to give the peace 
process a second chance after the last failed attempt in 2004. Symbolically, 
the peace marchers walked the same path that was taken by Maoists 40 
years ago to enter Bastar from Andhra through Dandakaranya forest. 

 
4. The peace march brought an interesting mix of people together. The largest 

contingent came from Adilabad, Telangana – 64 of them. Similarly, people 
arrived in teams from Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh, and 
Maharashtra. There were students, tribals, internally displaced people, 
migrants, community elders and leaders, farmers and working professionals. 
The yatra also saw journalists, film makers, photographers, strategists, 
retired professionals, authors and academicians arriving from different parts 
of the country.  

 
5. The conclave – Bastar Dialogue 2 -- saw an active participation not just from 

yatris, but also from those who want to take the New Peace Process forward. 
Various issues were deliberated upon during these 2 days, the significant 
ones being making an appeal to the state government to fast-track cases of 
Adivasis who are wrongly incarcerated; working towards implementing 
constitutional rights of Adivasis like PESA and Forest Rights Act; providing 
education and employment to those who are cut-off from the mainstream; 
documenting Adivasi religious practices and belief systems; promoting 
their indigenous languages; and providing them with healthcare facilities. 
The community elders and leaders who were part of Bastar Dialogue 2 felt 
that the government should include them in the decision making process 
and all these changes should be brought about without altering the basic 
essence of Adivasis culture and tradition.  
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6. At the end of Bastar Dialogue 2, a Bastar Declaration was drafted 
summarizing the voices from the ground. Among other initiatives, a cycle 
yatra from Jagdalpur to Raipur was planned from February 22nd to 28th to 
pressure the government to fulfill the demands raised at the conclave. 

Shanti Padyatra Route 

 
The table below provides a snapshot of the route taken by the yatra and the key events  

Day Distance  Main villages Voice of the people 

1 16 kms Chatti-Injaram via 
Konta 

Letter received from CPI (M)1; interaction with 
volunteers, community elders    

2 14 kms Injaram-Errabore Community elders addressed padyatris; 
interaction with volunteers  

3 17 kms Errabore-Dornapal 
via Peda Kurti village 

Interaction with CRPF personnel, locals, and an 
ex-naxal 

4 19 kms Dornapal-Kerlapal Interaction with Adivasi women whose husband 
were detained by police on charge of being a 

Maoist; in-house doctors 

5 17 kms Kerlapal-Sukma Interaction with NGOs, journalists, IDPs, 
volunteers  

6 23 kms Sukma-Kukanar via 
Pakela 

Interaction with security personnel, residential, 
pota cabin school children 

7 17 kms Kukanar-Rokel- 
Tongpal  

Interaction with young padyatris 

                                                
1 For details, see Appendix 5 on pamphlets in padyatra 
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8 23 kms Tongpal-Darbha via 
Jeeram ghati 

Interaction with villagers from Jeeram ghati, old 
brigade of shanti padyatra  

9 12 kms Darbha-Kamanar via 
Kanger  

Interaction with villagers and padyatris, visit to 
local market 

10 16 kms Kamanar-Dimrapal Volunteer meetings  

11 18 kms Dimrapal, Jagdalpur Interaction with locals, Queen of Bastar 

Voices of the People: Shanti Padyatra & Bastar Dialogue 22 
 
The following table summarizes the main themes encountered by the padyatris in 
the course of the yatra and the Bastar Dialogue: the fear under which the adivasis 
live, and the absence of development interventions by the state.  

Situation in villages Name Experience/suggestion Place 

Adivasis are scared Jagdish 
Yadav 

Adivasis are getting trapped 
between government and 
security forces. Authorities 
are scared to venture into 

sensitive areas 

Madhya Pradesh 

  Sidam Arju, 
Raj Gond 

Seva 
Samithi  

I was shocked to see so many 
police camps. People are 

scared.  

Telangana 

                                                
2 For details see Appendix 1 on Day by Day Account, and Appendix 2 on Bastar Dialogue 
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  Shamrao 
Uikey 

Even sarpanchs’ (head of a 
village) refrain from talking 

about naxals or violence. 

Maharashtra 

Adivasis are poor and 
deprived. 

Development has not 
reached villages  

Jagdish 
Yadav 

We could not see proper 
implementation of various 

welfare schemes. The 
government is neglecting law 

and order situation. 

Madhya Pradesh 

  Kumar 
Sonerav, 
Tehsildar 

People have not received 
land, many live in makeshift 
homes and they don’t get 
good education or medical 
facilities. 

Andhra Pradesh 

 

Demands to the government 
The following table summarizes the main demands expressed by the padyatris 
and the other participants of Bastar Dialogue 2 
 

Demands from 
government 

Name of 
Person 

Experience/suggestion Place 

Fast-track cases of 
those in jails 

Sidam Arju, 
Raj Gond 

Seva Samithi 
head 

We should push the 
government to fast-track 
cases of those in jail and 

free those who are 
innocent within 3 months. 

Telangana 
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  Daulatram 
Korange, 
padyatri 

Innocents are in jail and 
they don’t even know why. 

Telangana 

Identify IDPs, bring 
them back 

Dr Sheikh 
Haneef, 
director, 

Sitara 
Association 

Those displaced by 
violence from Chhattisgarh 
to Andhra don't even have 
basic documents, so they 

are unable to avail 
government benefits. 

Chatti 

  Manzam 
Bheemaiah, 

an IDP 

Adivasis don’t want to 
come back to Chhattisgarh 

because of the violence 
and the poor living 

conditions. 

Telangana 

  Nehru 
Mandavi, , 

Adivasi 
Samsena 
Parishad 

Government should 
identify internally displaced 

people living in Andhra 
Pradesh and bring them 

back.   

Andhra Pradesh 

  BPS Netam, 
ex IAS officer 

Around 3 lakh Adivasis 
have migrated to Andhra 

Pradesh and they are 
working as daily wage 

earners. 

Chhattisgarh 
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Ensure tribals get 
constitutional rights, 

strengthen Gram 
Sabhas 

Shubhranshu 
Choudhury, 
President, 

CGnet Swara 

Government is overlooking 
grave issues like not 

delivering on constitutional 
rights, strengthening of 

Gram Sabhas and the Fifth 
Amendment. 

Chhattisgarh 

  Sidam Arju, 
Raj Gond 

Seva Samithi 
head 

There will be peace in this 
region only if constitutional 

rights are implemented. 

Telangana 

  Shamrao 
Usandi, 
padyatri 

Constitutional rights should 
be given keeping Adivasi 

culture, tradition and 
language in mind. 

Chhattisgarh 

Take steps to end 
violence by fostering a 

dialogue between 
Adivasis, security 
forces and naxals 

Shobharam 
Sori 

We will have to visit 
interior villages and talk to 
people.  Walking on roads 

does not make sense.  

Chhattisgarh 

  Rajaram 
Todam, Sarv 

Adivasi Samaj 

Dialogue between 
government and Naxals is 
important. Need to talk to 
the educated lot who back 

Naxals. 

Chhattisgarh 

  BPS Netam, 
ex IAS officer 

I blame the tussle between 
security forces and Naxals 
for the situation in Bastar. 

Chhattisgarh 
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  Dr Vishvanath 
Azaad, 

Gandhian 
activist   

Guns are not a solution; 
they are part of the 

problem. The government 
is either not willing or too 
scared to talk to naxals. 

Jharkhand 

Educate Adivasis, stop 
exploitation of Bastar 

Ramsharan 
Joshi, 

journalist 

Exploitation of Bastar has 
to stop. If we want Naxals 

to join the mainstream, we 
need to educate our 

Adivasis. 

Chhattisgarh 

  JR Armo, 
Social activist 

Adivasi will have to learn 
Hindi and interact with 

outsiders. 

Chhattisgarh 

  Samau Raam 
Kaushi, 
padyatri 

Development is necessary, 
but even more necessary is 

education. 

Chhattisgarh 

 

Voices of the Media3 
 

Oct 1 Business Standard: Foot march to promote peace in Naxal-hit areas begins  

Oct 1 Times of India Bastar Peace march from today amid boycott call  

Oct 2 IANS Tribals begin peace march from Andhra village  

Oct 2 Deshbandhu Shanti ki ummed ke saath shuru ho rahi padyatra  

Oct 3 Haribhoomi Samajik Neta karyakartao ne shanti rally ka kiya aagaz  

Oct 3 Patrika Bastar ko bachane ki ek aur muhim  

                                                
3 For details see Appendix 6 on media reports 
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Oct 3 Bhaskar Shanti Padyatra shuru: Naxaliyo ne kiya bahishkar ka aavhan  

Oct 3 Nai Duniya Hinsa ki dhamki par thithke zaroor par nahi ruke kadam  

Oct 4 haribhoomi Chaar dashak se sulag rahi hinsa ke virodh me padyatra  

Oct 4 Nai Duniya Niti theek rakhe to khatam hoga maovaadi aatank  

Oct 5 Nai Duniya Laal Aatank par jeet ke liye kranti nahi, shanti ki zaroorat  

Oct 8 Bhaskar Jeeram me hua tha narsanhar, waha shanti padyatra ka phoolu se 
swagat  

Oct 8 Haribhoomi Jeeram paar kar Kamanar pohochi padyatra  

Oct 13 Dainik Bhaskar Shanti chahiye to sarkar aur naxali dono ko hi hathiyaar 
chhodna padega 

Oct 13 The Hindu Peace marchers make it through Maoist hotbed  

Dec 12 Telangana Today Try Gandhian Line to tackle Maoism  

Next steps 

1. It is necessary for the peace process to expand its reach among the affected 
population in order to effectively pressurize the government. The following 
methods were suggested to achieve the same; 
 

a. Forming an umbrella organization that would make it easier to 
mobilize Adivasis to join the movement 

b. Establishing ‘Shanti Soochna Kendra’ in villages where people can 
discuss issues related to their day to day lives 

c. Organizing ‘Shanti Mahasammelan’ or ‘Shanti Bhoomkaal’, a gathering 
of Adivasis at frequent intervals. 

d. Kickstarting special initiatives to involve women and children who are 
especially affected by the violence 

e. Involving more community elders and leaders in the movement 
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f. Sending small teams of Gondi-speaking people to villages for outreach 
activities 
 

2. It was felt that within Adivasis, there is discrimination on the basis of language 
and culture. This needs to be addressed to bring the community together. 
 
3. At the end of Bastar Dialogue 2, and after taking into account the views and 
opinions of all those who had attended the two-day conclave, it was decided that 
a declaration draft would be prepared and submitted to the state governor, a copy 
of which is given below under Appendix 1. 
  
4. If the demands articulated in the Shanti Yatra and the Bastar dialogue are not 
addressed, and the Constitutional rights of the adivasis are not safeguarded, a cycle 
yatra would be taken out from Jagdalpur to Raipur. 

Appendix 1: Cycle Yatra and Bastar Dialogue 3 

A third chapter of the ‘New Peace Process’ was announced at the end of the 
padyatra. After successful completion of the second leg – the Shanti Padyatra – a 
Cycle Yatra will commence on 22 February, 2019 from Jagdalpur and reach Raipur 
on February 28, 2019.  After completion of the Cycle Yatra, Bastar Dialogue 3 will 
be held in Raipur on March 1st and 2nd for participants and other speakers to raise 
their demands and work out the way forward. 

There are 2 key objectives for the cycle yatra and Bastar Dialogue 3; 

1. Fast-track cases of Adivasis in jails: The number of innocent Adivasis languishing 
in jails is alarmingly high and the government must address this issue at the earliest. 
Through the cycle yatra, an appeal would be made to the state government to 
revisit the findings of the Nirmala Buch committee and review and fast-track cases 
of those Adivasis who are wrongly incarcerated. 

2. Rehabilitate internally displaced people (IDPs): Many Adivasis from Chhattisgarh 
were forced out of their homes during the conflict and have been working as daily 
wage earners in Andhra Pradesh. These Adivasis, who are leading the cycle yatra, 
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want to be brought back to Chhattisgarh. The government must help with their 
rehabilitation. An appeal would be made to the government to find ways to 
rehabilitate them and ensure their safety once they are back where they belong in 
Chhattisgarh. 

All of these demands have come forth from Adivasis during Bastar Dialogue 1 and 
2. The Cycle Yatra will thus be led by Adivasis and others fighting for the review and 
release of innocent but imprisoned Adivasis, as well as those displaced by the 
conflict who want to return home in an inclusive peace settlement. 

The cycle yatra is an appeal to the government to fulfil promises made by them 
after former Sukma collector Alex Paul Menon was released by the Maoists. In 
2012, he had been kidnapped and kept in captivity for 13 days, until he was 
released after the government sent two negotiators. 

Former bureaucrat Nirmala Buch had mediated on behalf of the Chhattisgarh 
government with the Maoists for the release of Sukma district collector. According 
to the agreement, a committee was set up to review cases of allegedly innocent 
tribals who had been arrested and imprisoned on false charges. Many bureaucrats 
and police officials were part of this committee, which had promised that it would 
review all the pending cases. The committee, however, has failed to meet its 
objective and has not achieved anything significant in the past 6 years. 

In the third leg of the peace process, an appeal would be made to the government 
to review cases of all Adivasis who are languishing in jails for long. An appeal would 
also be made to fully implement constitutional rights of Adivasis bestowed upon 
them in the form of FRA and PESA, as well as to rehabilitate displaced Adivasis. 

Partners: Chhattisgarh Sarva Adivasi Samaaj, Adivasi Mahasabha, Akhil Bhartiya 
Gondwana Gond Mahasabha, Koya Kutma, Dhurva Samaaj, Bastariya Samaaj, 

Bhatra Samaaj, Gondwana Raj Seva Samiti, Sabari Gandhi Ashramam 
 

Appendix 2: Declaration with Signatures 
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मध्य भारत में शांित पदयात्रा 

प्रित, 

माननीया राज्यपाल महोदया 

राजभवन, छत्तीसगढ़ शासन, रायपरु. 

िवषय: बस्तर संभाग में शांित स्थापना हेतु ध्यानाकषर्ण प्रस्ताव 

महोदया, 

िवनम्र िनवेदन है िक महात्मा गाँधी जी की १५० वीं जयंती की शुरुआत िदनांक २/१०/२०१८ से १३/१०/२०१८ तक अंतरप्रांतीय आिदवासी एवं 

उनके सहयोगी, सामािजक कायर्कतार्ओ, बुिद्धजीिवयों, पत्रकारों के संयुक्त तत्वावधान में शांित पदयात्रा संपन्न हुई. पदयात्रा में सिम्मिलत सभी 

पदयाित्रयो और उनके सहयोिगयों को पदयात्रा के दौरान यह ज्ञात हुआ िक िपछल े20 सालों में मध्य भारत में जारी िहंसा में, सरकारी आंकड़ों के 

अनुसार 12,000 से अिधक लोग मार ेगए हैं | इसमें एक ओर जहां 2700 सरकारी सुरक्षाकिमर् यों की जान गयी है वहीं दोनों ओर की िहंसा में मार े

गए आम लोगों की संख्या 9300 से अिधक है िजनमें से ज़्यादातर आिदवासी हैं. हज़ारों आिदवासी जेलों में बंद हैं.  अतएव पदयाित्रयों की  हािदर् क 

इच्छा है कि◌ बस्तर में शांित स्थािपत हो. 

पदयाित्रयों का यह दृढ़ िवश्वास है िक िहंसा िकसी भी तरह का समाधान नहीं है और संिवधान को लागू करना समाधान का िहस्सा है . इसके िलए 

पदयाित्रयों की  ओर से िनम्निलिखत सुझाव प्रस्तुत है. 

१.      बस्तर संभाग के आिदवासी जो िविभन्न जेलों में बंद है उनके मकुदमें पर िवचार कर उन्हें शीघ्र िरहा िकया जाये. 

२.      संपूणर् इलाके में शांित स्थापना हेत ुसरकार द्वारा उिचत माहौल बनाया जाये. 

३.      समू्पणर् इलाकों के िनवािसयों के िलए समुिचत िशक्षा, स्वास्थ्य, रोज़गार, सामुदाियक वन अिधकार सिहत पेसा कानून १९९६ और अनुचे्छद 

२४४ (१) पांचवी अनुसूची जैसे सभी संवैधािनक अिधकारों का िक्रयान्वयन सुिनिश्चत िकया जाये. 

४.      इस समस्या के समाधान हेत ुचचार् में आिदवासी समाज के प्रितिनिधयों को शािमल िकया जाय. 

५.      इलाके में जारी आन्तिरक उपद्रव्  के कारण जो पिरवार अपना घरबार छोड़कर अन्य राज्यों में िवस्थािपत हो चकेु है उन्हें उनके मूल स्थान 

पर अिवलम्ब पुनवार्िसत  िकया जावे. 

पदयाित्रयों और उनके सहयोिगयों का िवश्वास है िक सरकार द्वारा उपरोक्त प्रस्तािवत िवषयों पर अमल िकया जाता है तो मध्यभारत क्षते्र में 

शीघ्र शांित क◌ी स्थापना हो सकती है. 

अतः महोदया की सेवा में ध्यानाकषर्ण प्रस्ताव सादर प्रस्ततु है. 

स्थान:- जगदलपरु 

१३ अकू्टबर २०१८                                                                                                                                          भवदीय 
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Appendix 3: Day by Day Account 
Day 0 to D-day: Shanti Padyatra (October 2-13) 

Chatti (Andhra Pradesh) to Jagdalpur (Bastar), Total kms: 191 
  

Day 0: Oct 1, 2018, Mahatma Gandhi Sabari Aashramam, Chatti, Andhra Pradesh 

 
The Mahatma Gandhi Sabari Aashramam at Chatti was abuzz with activity. Most of the 
padyatris (peace marchers) had started arriving at the ashram since the morning of 
October 1st. While the volunteers were busy making arrangements, all those who had 
arrived at the ashram -- from Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra, Telangana 
and Madhya Pradesh -- were seen discussing the upcoming padyatra, scheduled to 
commence the next day. The largest contingent from Adilabad (Telangana) sang and 
played indigenous musical instruments. Various meetings were organized to ensure all 
padyatris were on the same page regarding the purpose of the yatra - giving peace a 
chance in a region where most had only experienced conflict throughout their lives. 
Through the yatra, an appeal would be made to all sides to shun violence. At the end of 
a very busy day, most of the padyatris took part in a cultural event and danced in lockstep 
in each other to the sound of drumbeats.  
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Day 1: October 2, 2018                                             Chatti-Injaram via Konta: 16 km 

 
The yatra was scheduled to leave at 8 A.M., but was delayed after a press note was 
received from Communist Party of India (Maoist). In the elaborate press note, the party 
urged Adivasis not to join the peace march and questioned the intent and motive of the 
organizers. Since the warning issued in the press note was stern, it was decided to hold 
a meeting and seek everyone’s opinion before commencing the peace march. A small 
group of 10-15 representatives met and weighed the pros and cons of going ahead with 
the march. While some were of the opinion that the march should be called off or at least 
postponed by a day or two, many were keen to go ahead with it, especially those of the 
younger generation. 
 

Eventually, a 
decision was made 
to review the yatra 
on a daily basis and 
continue the march 
each day depending 
on the situation. 

 
 

 It was also decided 
to prepare a write up 
and distribute 
pamphlets among 
villagers.  
 
 

After paying tribute to the father of the nation, Mahatma Gandhi, on the occasion of his 
150th birth anniversary, the padyatris left the Mahatma Gandhi Sabari Aashramam, Chatti 
at around 10 AM. Those holding the Mahatma Gandhi portrait and peace march banners 
led the yatra while the musicians kept the momentum going. 
 
After walking for about 8 kms, the padyatris reached Konta where Dr Rajesh, secretary, 
Multiple Action for Adivasis Society, and his team, had prepared lunch for all the padyatris. 
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After resting, they continued their march towards their first stop – Injaram village, 
approximately 16 kms from Konta. On the first day itself, the yatris had crossed Andhra 
Pradesh and stepped into Chhattisgarh. 
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Some very unusual scenes were witnessed on Day 1, the most striking among them that 
some padyatris had decided to walk barefoot. The yatris reached Injaram village by 6 PM. 
They were exhausted, but the grueling October heat had failed to break their spirit. As 
soon as they reached the residential school campus at Injaram – which was opposite a 
CRPF camp -- they started with the cultural programme.  
 
The volunteers organized a meeting to review the logistics. The day ended at 10 PM. It 
was decided that the yatris would start their march by 8 AM the next day. 
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Dr. Rajesh, Secretary, Multiple Action for Adivasis Society 
 
 
 
 
 
\ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shamrao Uikey, Maharashtra 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On why he decided to feed so many people 
“Since we all want peace and shanti padyatris have 
started their mission on Gandhi Jayanti, birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, who fought for 
peace all his life, I feel honoured to feed all of 
them. I am not bothered about the number of 
people arriving for lunch. The fact that so many of 
them are walking for peace and are crossing our 
town (Konta), I felt like feeding them 

“Though I had read about violence in 
Chhattisgarh, only after coming here 
did I realize how bad things were. 
People are malnourished and scared. 
Even if you go and talk to them, they 
hesitate or run away. And this 
happens on the main highway so I 
can’t even imagine what do Adivasis 
living in interior villages go through. 
We didn’t see many schools, we didn’t 
see any big markets and these are 
basic necessities. Children are most 
vulnerable and it’s important that they 
get to live a peaceful life.”  
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Sher Singh Achla, Gondi Dharmguru 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

On why he chose to walk barefoot 
Fondly called Achla dada – one of 
oldest and the most enthusiastic 
padyatris – he decided to walk 
barefoot and also declared that he 
won’t sit on a chair or sleep on a bed 
till the end of the yatra. “It’s been 
really long that I stopped wearing foot 
wear. So it’s not difficult for me to walk 
barefoot. In any case, it’s a very small 
and insignificant gesture when I think 
about the larger change this yatra may 
bring about. 

After 3 days, combination of grueling heat and tar road took its toll and he could not walk 
because of blisters. Yet, he did not give up. Very reluctantly he wore socks for a few days, 
but by the time the yatra ended, he was back to being his usual self. Achla dada always had 
stories to tell, especially about Adivasis and Gondi culture. There was never a dull moment 
with him around. He led the march on most days and had the same energy and enthusiasm 
by the end of the day.  
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Sidam Arju, Social Activist, Raj Gond Seva Samithi, Telangana    

Day 2, October 3, 2018                                                        Injaram-Errabore 14.4 kms  

 
The next stop was Errabore, which has seen its fair share of violence in the conflict. Way 
back in 2006, at least 25 were killed, 20 kidnapped and 80 injured when over 800 armed 
Maoists had attacked a relief camp in Errabore, where more than 4,000 had sought and 
received shelter. As recently as February 2018, two jawans were killed and 6 injured in 
an exchange of fire, while 59 Naxals had surrendered in Errabore on May 2018. When 
asked, the Jawans at CRPF camp at Errabore said that things may seem peaceful on the 
surface, but situation is quite bad just 10 kms from the national highway. 

On how he motivated people to walk  
“We keep reading about violence in 
Chhattisgarh in newspapers and it 
saddens us. It’s unfortunate that many 
innocent lives are lost because of this 
violence; it doesn't really matter who 
gets killed. One peace march may or 
may not alter the existing situation, but 
it’s important to take the first small step. 
I am here for peace and so are these 
84 people from Telangana who are 
here with me – men, women, young, 
old. They wanted to come here and see 
for themselves what the situation was 
like and they want to contribute in every 
possible way to ensure peace prevails 
in Chhattisgarh and people, especially 
children, don’t have to suffer. We are 
doing this for our future generations. 
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After having an early lunch at 9 AM, the yatris left Injaram. They walked non-stop for 14 
kms and reached Errabore village at around 2 PM. The school authorities had provided 
separate accommodation for men and women -- while the ladies stayed at Kanya 
Vidhyalaya (girls hostel), men stayed at the boys hostel. After resting for a while, all of 
them assembled at the main ground, where a small meeting was held and people were 
asked to share their thoughts. 
 
While Shamrao Uikey from Maharashtra sang a song, Sidam Arju, a social activist and 
head of Raj Gond Seva Samithi, Adilabad, Telangana, spoke in Telugu to motivate his 
large contingent. Sher Singh Achla, a Gondi scholar, spoke in Gondi and talked about 
Gandhi and ahimsa, and elaborated on why walking for peace was necessary. Uttam 
Achala, a young Gondi tribal activist from Gadhchiroli (Maharashtra), said so many 
elderly people walking, some of them barefoot, was a huge motivating factor for 
youngsters in the march. Dr Vishwanath Azaad, a Gandhian who had arrived from 
Jharkhand, drew a parallel between Naxalism in Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh. In the end, 
Mohan Yadav, who works with CGNet, briefed padyatris about the next day. Since yatris 
were feeling exhausted walking in the heat, it was decided to leave early.  
 
At the end of the day, some of the villagers acknowledged that the CRPF had made an 
exception for the peace marchers and let them use loud speaker till late in the evening, 
something that was a privilege for them. As soon as the yatris finished having dinner, it 
started raining heavily, which gave some respite from the heat. The day ended at 10 am. 
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Dr. Vishwanath Azaad, a Gandhian and Homeopathic doctor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Born in 1958 in Bodhria, Bihar, (present 
day Jharkhand), Dr Azaad has been 
working for the betterment of society 
since many decades. He was a part of 
the historic JP movement. In 1996 he 
set up his own trust – Samuel 
Hannemann Associate and Research -
- and has been working in the field of 
women healthcare. Since 2005, he has 
been working in 16 jillas (35 blocks) of 
Jharkhand for integrated development 
of people. He has been a part of many 
yatras and morchas, both on foot and 
on bicycles. A true blue Gandhian, he 
wears only khadi and feel strongly 
about innocent Adivasis getting killed, 
which prompted him to join the yatra for 
a few days. “Guns are not a solution, 
they are part of the problem. The 
government is either not willing or is 
scared to talk to naxals. Hence it is 
imperative that naxals talk to us… 
understand our thought process and 
we need to understand theirs. All 
Adivasis walking in the yatra are 
leaders and it’s high time that the 
government takes them seriously.” 
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Jagdish Yadav, a social worker from Rewa, Madhya Pradesh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kudappa Vinayak Rao, Adilabad, Telangana 
 

He has been working for land rights of 
people soon after he completed his 
graduation in social work. His 
organization ‘Hamara Gram Adhikar 
Abhiyan’ helps Adivasis raise their 
voice. He has been working with 
CGNet since 2010. “The reason I came 
for this yatra is because Adivasis are 
getting trapped between government 
officials and naxals. The situation is so 
bad that even authorities hesitate to 
venture in sensitive areas. In such a 
scenario, a dialogue is must and for 
that to happen, peace is must. The fact 
that both old and young are walking 
shows that people are directly or 
indirectly affected.” He always led the 
march and his peace-song ‘Kadam pe 
kadam shanti chahiye’ was a hit with 
both young and old. 
 

A retired primary school teacher, 
Vinayak Rao, 62, hails from Telangana. 
“After reading about violence in 
Chhattisgarh, I wanted to be a part of 
this peace process. People here are 
genuinely scared. They have a right to 
live freely. Yatra is a just a first step. 
Just as we sow a seed and future 
generations get to benefit from that, 
similarly future generations will benefit 
from this yatra. I am retired. If I don’t do 
something for the society now, then 
when? 
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Uttam Achala, Gadchiroli, Maharashtra 

 Day 3, October 4, 2018             Errabore-Dornapal via Peda Kurti village, 17 kms 

 
The 80-km stretch from Dornapal to Jagargunda is a death trap for the CRPF forces. In 
April 2017, 25 jawans were martyred along this route in a deadly ambush by the Maoists. 
About 300-400 Naxals had attacked CRPF jawans between Durgpal and Chintagufa 
camps, 38 kms from Dornapal -- our third stop. Dornapal is a big town and Naveen Balak 
Shala – a residential school where yatris had to stay for the night -- was situated right in 
the middle of the main market. 
 
Since the yatris had left early and the heat was less brutal, they walked for 3 hours non-
stop and reached their first stop – a residential school in Peda Kurti village. The yatris 
helped the “kitchen team” in making lunch and since Dornapal was just 12 kms away from 
this place, they left at 2 PM and reached Dornapal by 5 PM.  
 
There is a huge CRPF camp at Dornapal and the jawans took some time off to talk to 
some of the yatris. While they appreciated the fact that the shanti padyatris were walking 
for peace, they also felt that dialogue is a must and that the government needs to be a 
mediator between naxals and the security forces. They added that the situation was quite 
grim just 10-15 kms from where they were posted, and many innocent adivasis were 
getting caught in the cross-fire. 

Uttam has been associated with CGNet 
since two years. “We have seen so 
much violence in Gadhchiroli and 
Central India. Gonds and Adivasis are 
still not free even after so many years 
of Independence. When we visit some 
villages, security forces question us. I 
have worked extensively with Adivasis 
and I have also met many naxals. In 
fact, I got a call yesterday asking me 
not to participate in the peace march. I 
had to make them understand that this 
yatra is not against them. In fact, it’s not 
against anyone. It’s for peace and for 
‘jal, jungle, zameen’.” 
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There was both dismissal and curiosity from the large number of people that came to 
greet the padyatris at Dornapal. While there was some skepticism on whether anything 
would be achieved through the march, all of them appreciated the fact that “at least 
someone is doing something”. 
 
Among those who visited was a former naxalite. He quit the movement many years back 
because the violence sickened him. He now lives in Dornapal. He too felt that dialogue is 
important, but for that to happen, the atmosphere should be peaceful. He mentioned that 
the core naxal ideologies have never been Adivasi ideologies, and now that the naxal 
leadership was getting old, they were recruiting Adivasis with more rigour. 
 
Another visitor at Dornapal was SDPO Dornapal, Vivek Shukla, an ex Naxal who now 
works for the forces. He talked about his journey from ‘that side to this side’. It was good 
to get many different perspectives and the yatris were glad that there was now a buzz 
about the yatra. Since there was an open ground in this school, yatris sang and danced 
for hours before calling it a day at 10 PM. 
 
Pota cabins and residential schools 
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During the course of the yatra, peace marchers mostly stayed at residential schools or 
pota cabins – fire and water proof structures made of bamboo and plywood. While the 
school authorities were kind enough to give us space to rest, interacting with students 
studying in these schools – aged between the 6 and 15 – gave us the real picture.  While 
some students were willingly studying in these residential schools, a majority were there 
simply because there were no school in their villages. Schools were physically present in 
some villages, but few teachers attended. 
 
Most of the schools – both residential and pota cabins – are until 8th grade. Very few 
students opt for or can afford to study further.  Most of them go back to their villages and 

take up farming. As per 2011 government data, about 50% students between the age of 
6 and 14 had dropped out schools in Dantewada and 20-30% schools were burnt down. 
Around the same time, about 21,000 students were out of schools in Sukma. Keeping 
these staggering numbers in mind, pota cabins or temporary structures were opened. 
 
Many of the students studying in these schools have suffered violence – directly or 
indirectly. Consequently, they took some time to open up. Many teachers and principals 
feel that there is a need for psychologists and therapists in these schools. However, pota 
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cabins have been instrumental in imparting education to children. As per government 
figures of 2017, 49 pota cabins situated in Sukma, Narayanpur, Dantewada Bijapur are 
to be converted into permanent structures.  
 
“Nowhere to go” 
 
On the morning of October 4, while the yatris began their march, some stayed back to 
interact with a few ladies who were waiting at the school gate with their children. We could 
not understand their language as they spoke Gondi and they could not understand ours. 
A school teacher accompanying them narrated their story to us. 
 
These helpless ladies were from Tadmetla village, 40 kms from Dornapal. Just a week 
before, at 4 AM on a Sunday, security personnel cordoned their village and picked up 57 
men for allegedly having connections with the Maoists. The policemen did not even bother 
to tell them what charges had been levied on them. In fact, when the families members 
questioned them, they were roughed up and beaten. While 34 for them were released 
after questioning, some 13 of them were still at a CRPF camp in Burkhapal, 40 kms away 
from Dornapal. The ladies were not even sure whether their husbands and sons were at 
this particular camp. 
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One of them, Mujaki Mase, whose 18 year old son was in captivity, said all she knew was 
that the men were picked up in connection to an accidental death that had occurred in 
the village few days back. An Adivasi, Kavasi Kosa, was killed in an IED blast. Another 
lady, Dudhi Lukke was inconsolable as her husband had “gone missing” two years ago 
after being picked up by police. This time, her son had been taken from her. 
 
Tadmetla is a small village and people are mostly farmers. There is just one school which 
was reopened after 12 years in 2018. The school teacher accompanying these ladies was 
the only staff member. There are no medical facilities in this village. The ladies accepted 
that Naxals do visit their village and sometimes they have to do what the naxals ask them 
to, because they feel too scared to counter them. They didn’t know what their legal options 
were or who they could meet. They were not even sure if they would be meeting their 
husbands and children ever again. 
 
The yatra team took their case up and introduced them to the SDPO, Dornapal, Vivek 
Shukla. Though the village was not under his jurisdiction, he promised to make an 
enquiry. The ladies were invited to be a part of Bastar Dialogue 1, scheduled to take place 
on October 12-13, where they would get a platform to raise their concerns. 
 

A typical day for the yatris would begin with drums (tudum) and trumpets. These 
gentlemen always led the yatra, even though they had to carry these heavy musical 
instruments.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Korketa Jangu: This 61-year-old 
farmer lives in Asifabad, Telangana. 
He plays a small drum, called Tudum 
in local parlance, which has a 
historical significance. In olden days 
when people heard the sound of 
tudum, they would come out and 
discuss issues. He played the Tudum 
during the yatra so that tribals 
would feel at home hearing the 
familiar sound and come out to 
meet them. He participated in the 
yatra to learn about Gondi culture.  
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Day 4, October 5, 2018                                                       Dornapal-Kerlapal, 19 kms 

 
The next stop was Kerlapal, a village infamous for its heavy infestation of Naxalites. In 
2012, Sukma collector Alex Paul Menon was abducted from Manjhipara village, about 8 
kms from Kerlapal. He was kept in captivity for 13 days and released after the government 
sent two negotiators. 
 
While some yatris stayed back in Dornapal for a few hours to be with the helpless Adivasi 
women, others walked 19 kms and reached Keralapal by 2 pm. At Kerlapal, yatris stayed 
at a residential school. Though there was a space crunch, the students studying in school 
vacated their beds so that tired yatris could rest for a while. 
 
After 3 days of walking, many had blisters on their feet and could not walk because of 
injuries or pain. Yet, not a single yatri backed out. After resting for a couple of hours, they 
were ready to march the next day. What kept them going was not just their spirit, but also 
the support teams that made sure the yatris got the required medicines and nutritious 
food to eat. 
 

Meshram Chinnu: This 51-year-old 
lives in Tangidi Madhava village, 
Telangana. He is a farmer and owns 
20 acres of land. He, however, 
decided to walk to understand how 
Adivasis are suffering in 
Chhattisgarh. 
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Dr. Sheikh Haneef, director, Sitara Association 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Doctor” Sapna Watti 
 

As the yatra progressed, scorching heat, brutal 
walking conditions and mosquitoes started 
taking a toll on peace-marchers’ health. 
However, it was thanks to Dr Haneef that 
people were back on their feet and ready to 
march every single day. He couldn’t be a part 
of the yatra after two days owing to personal 
commitments, but was kind enough to not just 
provide all the basic medicines and first-aid 
kits, he also took time off his busy schedule to 
train one of the volunteers, Sapna Watti -- who 
hails from Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh and 
has been a part of CGNet since 2013. As the 
yatra progressed, Sapna was the go-to person 
every night and she, like a pro, prescribed 
medicines and even administered injections.  
 
 

Dr Haneef, who is originally from Telengana, has been providing health education to Adivasis 
since 1998. When Adivasis started migrating to Andhra border because of violence, they 
didn’t have any documents like voter card, Aadhar card and hence they couldn’t avail of any 
government benefits. Dr Haneef and his team help these IDPs.  
 
 

Before joining CGNet, I used to work as a 
nurse which is probably why I was the chosen 
for training. Before the yatra began, I was 
down with fever and the doctors suspected it 
was typhoid. I was little disappointed. But I 
trained hard under Dr Haneef. Initially I could 
not walk with the yatris because I was too 
weak, but after 3-4 days I started walking 
along with them. This made me understand 
what kind of medicines they would need at 
the end of the day.” 
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Jayram Mandavi, the man behind the wheel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Kitchen team: Govardhan Singh Rajpur, Koshalya Rajput and co 
 

Jayram tirelessly ferried people in a mini bus, 
which used to be stuffed with food ration and 
around 200 bags of padyatris. Sometimes he 
had to do multiple trips in a day and got very 
little sleep. He has been working with CGNet 
since past one year and has to travel to interior 
villages. “There are no roads. Sometimes we 
have to walk for hours along with our luggage. 
Sometimes the roads are so bad that the bus 
often breaks down. Though no one has 
stopped us yet, but I avoid driving at night. It’s 
challenging, but fun. This is the reason why I 
want to be a part of this yatra. It’s not easy to 
drive with so much luggage. Loading and 
unloading is another problem. Sometimes 
people come up with unreasonable demands, 
but in a yatra of this magnitude and scale,  
things are bound to happen.  This is an 
experience I am not going to forget for a long 
time. 
 

It’s not easy to prepare a meal for 150 odd 
people. Even more difficult is to keep a stock 
of the available ration. But husband-wife duo 
Govardhan Singh Rajput and Koshalya Rajput 
ensured food would be kept ready even before 
yatris reached their destination.  
 
“I have been cooking for 55 years now. This 
yatra means social work for me and it’s 
extremely satisfying to feed exhausted yatris. 
On many days, villagers cooked meals for us, 
which was very kind of them.” 
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Raju Rana, leader of a training team at CGnet Swara 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bhan Sahu: Alarm Clock for Padyatris 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Though we had finalized most of the 
places, but because we kept losing mobile 
network, we actually had to travel back and 
forth on our bikes on a daily basis for 
conformations. On some days we had to 
travel 20-30 kms. I must add though that 
villagers surpassed our expectations. While 
some provided us essentials like water and 
tea, when we stayed in schools, those 
children gave us space to sleep in their 
hostels.”   
 

Bhan Sahu, fondly knows as Bhanji, has been working with CGNet since 2010. She 
handles many departments like buying of ration, managing kitchen team, overall 
organization, making phone calls, following up with people, making arrangements 
for people to sleep at night. However, the task she performed with utmost sincerity 
was to wake people up in the morning and be on her toes till all the yatris had left.  
 
“I know I tend to get bit pushy in the morning, but because I don’t want people to 
walk while the sun is up, I have to push them to start walking. This yatra is important 
and we should organize many such yatras in future because it’s our duty to ensure 
development reaches Adivasis who are still very cut off.” 
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  Mohan Yadav, CGnet trainer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
Bastiram Nagwanswhi, CGnet trainer 

 

Mohan Yadav has been working with 
CGNet for 5 years and was part of 
the core team that organized this 
yatra. “We keep travelling to many 
interior villages where conditions are 
extreme – there are no roads or 
electricity. But we manage. 
Organizing this yatra was tough 
because we had to make 
arrangements for accommodation of 
150 odd people. But thankfully things 
fell into place. In fact, some of them 
went out of their way and provided us 
meals. That was a very sweet 
gesture and a big help.” 
 
 

“Our task began much before 
the yatra started. We 
travelled the entire route 
backwards to figure out 
where we could stay. 
Convincing villagers and 
sarpanchs for 
accommodation was tough, 
but they were never 
unwelcoming. Many wanted 
to provide us 
accommodation, but 
couldn’t because of logistical 
reasons. Once they were on 
board, following up with 
them was a task because we 
faced network issues.” 
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Day 5, October 6, 2018                                                             Kerlapal-Sukma 17 kms 

 
On Day 5, the padyatris reached Sukma -- one of the least developed districts of 
Chhattisgarh. The yatris started walked early at 4:30 and reached Sukma at 9 AM. At 
Sukma, accommodation was provided at a community hall. After having lunch at 11, the 
yatris rushed to the Collector’s Office where tribal welfare minister Jual Oram had arrived 
for a function. Although the yatris were scheduled to meet him, the meeting did not take 
place. 

 
Since Sukma is a big town and the yatra had managed to create enough buzz, a lot of 
people working with NGOs, local journalists and even common people came to meet the 
yatris. The yatris also had the opportunity to step out in the market. Local people, ranging 
from tea stall owner to shopkeepers and even local residents, not only knew of the yatra 
but also shared their experiences and gave inputs. Many gave suggestion as to what the 
next steps should be. This was a big positive for the yatra and yatris. It was overwhelming 
to see the kind of response the yatra had garnered.  
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Wanzam Bheemaiah: Aged 26, he lives in 
Lankapalli village in Andhra Pradesh. His 
parents migrated 45 years ago in search of 
land from his native Pathuru village, Maduvai 
mandal of Sukma district in Chhattisgarh. He 
studied up to 7th and then dropped out to 
help his family in farming.  
 
Wanzam often encountered Naxals in his old 
village, who asked him not to use mobile 
phone as they feared he would inform the 
police about his whereabouts. He likes living 
in Andhra Pradesh as living conditions are 
better compared to Chhattisgarh and would 
not want to go back because of violence. He 
participated in yatra in the hope that his 
relatives living in Chhattisgarh would get to 
live peacefully.  
 

Madakam Lakshman: Aged 26, he lives in 
Sunnam Matka village in Andhra Pradesh. 
His parents migrated 20 years ago from 
Dobanpal village, Chhindgadh, Sukma in 
search of land and because of violence. He 
stayed back in Chhattisgarh with his 
relatives and studied up to 9th class. He 
shifted to Andhra Pradesh six years back 
and does not want to go back to 
Chhattisgarh ever again. He says he does 
not understand heavy concepts like peace, 
but he participated in the yatra so that people 
in Chhattisgarh could live as peacefully as 
they live in Andhra. 
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Day 6, October 7, 2018                                          Sukma-Kukanar via Pakela 23 kms  

 

Kuram Nandini: Aged 22, she lives in 
Sunnam Matka village, East Godavari 
district, Andhra Pradesh. Her parents 
migrated 12 years ago from Dobanpal 
village, Chhindgadh, Chhattisgadh. She has 
always seen cash crunch at home and how 
her parents struggle to meet ends. She 
studied up to 5th in Hindi medium in 
Chhattisgarh and in Telugu medium from 6th-
12th.  She struggled a lot of because of 
language problems and could not continue 
her education because she could not get the 
ST status in Andhra. She has met naxals in 
Chhattisgarh who discouraged villagers from 
going to school or wearing modern clothes. 
They would burn things distributed by police 
among villagers. All she wants is peace for 
Adivasis -- the reason why she participated 
in the peace march. 
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On the sixth day of the yatra, yatris crossed the halfway mark. Jagdalpur was now 
just 94 kms away. From Sukma onwards, the yatris began walking at 6 am. Every 
day, since the start of the yatra, peace marchers could quench their thirst thanks 
to a water tanker that was driving along with them. But from Sukma, for logistical 
reasons, the yatris had to let the tanker go. All the yatris were carrying just one 
bottle of water, and the biggest worry on that day was; what if they ran out of 
water? Luckily, help came from an unusual quarter – CRPF jawans at the camps and 
also those who were out on patrolling duties, who courteously refilled the bottles 
of all padyatris. It gave the yatris an opportunity to communicate with them and 
understand their point of view.  

Almost all of jawans were touched knowing that yatris had been walking non-stop 
for 5 days, and had to walk for 5 more days, for peace. They asked in detail about 
the yatra, the organizers and the future course of action.  

Yatris reached Pakela pota cabin and residential school at 1 pm. The school 
authorities gave us space to rest and the children, free on a Sunday, lovingly served 
lunch. At 4 PM, the yatris left from Pakela and by 6:30 they reached Kukanar – a 
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residential school where students vacated their beds so that ladies and elderly 
could sleep.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sushila Gavde, 17  

Sushila lives in Orcha village in Kanker. 
She had to give up her studies after 
standard 5 as her mother passed away 
and she had to take care of her younger 
sister. Her infectious energy and sense of 
humour made her one of the most loved 
people.  

She joined the yatra due to the CGNet 
team that had visited her village. She 
always wanted to meet city people and 
learn from them. Hence she took part in 
the yatra because it gave her an 
opportunity to interact with so many 
people. “Walking is tough and painful, 
but I am liking this experience. The village 
where is stay is not very developed. I am 
aware of the presence of naxals in my 
village. They sometimes come to our 
house. I am not scared of them but I do 
understand that lot of people are getting 
killed because of this problem, which is 
why I am walking – for peace.”  
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Ramesh Kunjam, 24  

Ramesh lives in Baila Dila, Dantewada, a 
troubled district. Since his childhood he 
has seen or heard about conflict between 
security forces and Naxals. “Situation was 
so bad that violence became a part of our 
being. It was part of our routine to hear 
about disturbing stories. It does not 
matter who suffers or who gets killed. This 
senseless violence is sickening. It has to 
stop and which why I am here, walking for 
peace.”  

 

 

Sanoti Kavde, 18 

Sanoti is from Narayanpur and works 
as a moderator with CGNet. She has no 
memories of her mother as she passed 
away soon after she was born. She lost 
her father when she was 10. She lives 
with her brother. 

 

“I liked the idea of walking for peace. But more that that this yatra has given 
me an opportunity to think and introspect. Sometimes I walk alone and think 
about a lot of things – life back home, my family, my future. This has also 
given me an opportunity to meet so many incredible people. Walking has not 
been easy though. I have blisters and my legs ache every night. But not even 
once did I feel like resting.”  
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Shamdev Shundi, 22, Chhattisgarh  

Shamdev’s resume is impressive -- he 
holds a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism and masters degree in 
political science. But social work is 
what interests him. 

“It’s heart-breaking that even after so many years of Independence this is 
how our people live. In many villages there are no roads, no hospitals, no 
schools and many still don’t vote. To add to their misery is this unending 
violence. People are too scared or suppressed. These are the people who pick 
up guns and then eventually kill or get killed. Who gains? This violence has to 
stop. I have decided I will not take up a job, I will help my people, which is 
why I took part in this yatra.”  
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Day 7, October 8, 2018                                         Kukanar-Tongpal  via Rokel 17 kms  

By Day 7, the yatra had started receiving very encouraging responses from lcoal 
people. The villagers lined up to welcome yatris and offered to help in every 
possible way. Starting this day, yatris also started distributing the pamphlets. The 
first stop for the day was a residential school at Rokel. The students and staff were 
getting ready for the day, but they gave preference to the yatris so that they could 
rest or freshen up. They even had prepared lunch for the yatris. Yatris reached 
Tongpal at 4 PM, where arrangements for accommodation were made at a 
residential school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There was this shop just outside Rokel 
residential school owned by Harkishan Singh 
Chohan. He knew about the yatra and had 
decided that whenever yatris would cross 
Rokel, he wouldn’t charge a penny from yatris. 
“The idea that people are walking for peace 
excited me. I wish I could join the yatra, but I 
have this shop to look after. Hence I decided 
that I won’t charge any money from yatris. 
People bought stuff worth Rs1,500 but that’s 
just small help I could extend.”  
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Day 8, October 9, 2018                             Tongpal-Darbha  via Jeeram ghati, 23 kms  

The next stop for the yatris was Darbha through Jeeram ghati. They walked the 
same stretch on which naxalites had attacked a convoy of Congress leaders on May 
25, 2013, causing at least 27 deaths, including that of former state minister 
Mahendra Karma, Chhattisgarh Congress chief Nand Kumar Patel and senior 
Congress leader Vidya Charan Shukla. It was also the longest walk through a ghati 
(uphill trek). 

Soon after they left Tongpal, they were joined briefly by CPI workers (Adivasi 
Mahasabha) who raised slogans holding red flags. After walking for about 3 hours, 
they were “stopped” again. This time, however, it came as a pleasant surprise. 
Some villagers living in Jeeram ghati had walked long distance to reach the national 
highway to welcome the yatris. They were waiting there with flowers, garlands, 
tilaks and water. After walking for 5 kms, some villagers were waiting for them with 
tea and biscuits, something that was much needed as our destination was still far 
away -- a community hall at Darbha. In spite of the hall being far away from any 
village, residents of nearby areas had prepared lunch for 150-odd people.  
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Madavi Parasuram, 68  

He lives in Ponala village, Adilabad district in 
Telangana. A farmer, he has studied up to class 
4. A blood pressure and sugar patient, he 
decided to walk in the yatra for Adivasis. For 
him peace means the right to decide. He wants 
tribals to have their constitutional rights. 
“These Adivasis in Chhattisgarh are not even 
meeting their basic needs.  It’s the 
responsibility of the government to implement 
the 5th schedule, and at the earliest. PESA and 
Forest Act are other issues that the government 
must address.” Despite suffering blisters, he 
walked every single day. 

 

 Kursringha Raghu, 55 

He lives in Malan Gondi village in Asifabad, 
Telangana and owns 100 acres of land. “I 
decided to participate in the yatra so that 
Adivasis could get their promised constitutional 
rights and this can’t happen unless situation is 
peaceful. My heart goes out for children who 
suffer. I pray for good education and better 
future for them.” 
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Korenga Laxman, 51  

Hailing from Bela Mandal, Adilabad district in 
Telangana, Laxman is a government teacher 
who took voluntary retirement to work on 
social issues. He is a core member of Raj Gond 
Seva Samiti. “People in this area are very scared 
of Naxals and Police. Language is a major 
barrier as most of them know only Gondi. The 
residential schools are not up to the standards. 
For me, shanti means even poor should get to 
enjoy basic rights that are enjoyed by people in 
the main stream. Next time I want to go visit the 
interior villages and talk to them.” During the 
course of the yatra, he collected medicinal 
plants from Dandakaranya forest and shared 
his wealth of knowledge with others.  

 

Jalimsha Lachu Soyam, 62 

This sarpanch hailing from Chandrapur, 
Maharashtra participated in the yatra without 
expecting anything. “I have seen my fair share 
of violence and poverty in Chandrapur. But 
what I witnessed here was heart breaking. 
Individually, I and many others like me, may not 
be able to make a big difference to alter the 
situation. But it’s the collective effort that 
matters. This peace march is just a small step. 
There is a long way to go, but one has to start 
somewhere.” 
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Day 9, October 10, 2018            Darbha-Kamanar via Kanger National Park 12 kms  

On the ninth day, the yatris crossed the picturesque Kanger valley and national 
park and reached Kamanar after covering a distance of 12 kms. Since Kanger was 
not very far, they decided to leave post lunch. They utilized the free time they had 
to visit a bazaar that had come up very close to where they were staying.   

 

They left at 2 pm and reached their destination – another community hall – at 
Kamanar by 6 pm. It was decided to leave early the next day – by 5 am -- to reach 
the next destination – Dimrapal.   
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Ramkrishna Salluri, 27 

Ramkrishna is from Hyderabad. He has 
completed his B.Tech and is preparing for civil 
services. “I had read a lot about Sukma, Bastar 
and Dantewada in newspapers. I joined this 
yatra to see the actual situation. I don’t know 
the outcome of this yatra, but one thing is for 
sure – Adivasis need our support. Yatra is just 
the first step and I want to be a part of this 
peace process that we have started because I 
feel violence has to stop. The government has 
to reform itself and then they should have a 
dialogue with Adivasis and naxals.”  

 

Korketa Bhagavant Rao, 35  

He lives in Chalka Gudem village, Asifabad, 
Telangana. He is a farm laborer. He chose to 
walk barefoot. “I came to know about this yatra 
from Utnoor Sabha conducted by Gondwana 
Seva Samiti for Gondi people. I am walking for 
peace which to me means basic rights and good 
education.”  
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Day 10, October 11-12, 2018                                               Kamanar-Dimrapal 16 kms  

The yatris started very early on Day-10 of the peace march. The penultimate stop 
was a residential school at Dimrapal, located 16 kms away from Kamanar. They 
reached their destination at around 11 am. After reaching Dimrapal, meetings were 
held to prepare for Bastar Dialogue 2, scheduled to take place at Jagdalpur the next 
day.  

Dimrapal-Jagdalpur: 18 kms 

The next day, on October 12, yatris left at 6 am and started walking towards 
Jagdalpur, the last stop of the yatra. The first destination was the residence of the 
Queen of Bastar where an invitation was extended to her to attend Bastar Dialogue 
2 at Goyal Dharamshala, near Jagdalpur bus stop. Yatris reached their final 
destination at 2 pm, which marked the end of the 13-day long peace march. 

Sudhakar Sode, 24  

He lives in Regulapadu village, Andhra Pradesh. 
He studied up to 10th class and now does 
farming and runs a small retail shop. “I was 
excited about the yatra as I wanted to see how 
Adivasis have managed to survive. I am little 
disappointed that we didn’t visit interior 
villages. In future I would like to visit those 
villages and know their requirements. I came to 
know about Naxals and violence from our 
relatives in Chhattisgarh. The government 
should take steps to end violence and 
implement the 5th schedule.” 
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Appendix 4:  Bastar Dialogue 2 
Day 1 

The post-noon session started with song and dance performances. Later, padyatris 
were divided into different teams based on the states they came from. Each team 
was given an hour to discuss and come up with suggestions on how to take the New 
Peace Process forward. The idea was to give them a platform to share their 
experiences during the yatra and to collectively deliberate upon ideas for the 
future.  

 

 

Andhra Pradesh 

The 12-member Andhra team began their session by introducing themselves. Most 
of the yatris from Andhra originally hailed from Chhattisgarh and had migrated to 
Andhra Pradesh during the time of Salwa Judum. All of them were direct or indirect 
victims of violence. Taking turns, they described their journey from Chhattisgarh to 
Andhra and the circumstances under which they had to leave their homes behind 
and make a new life. 
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Nahru Mandavi, coordinator of Adivasi Samsema Parishad from Andhra Pradesh, 
said: “Not just in Chhattisgarh, all Adivasis living in Central Indian states are 
suffering. They all are poor, there are no medical facilities in their villages, no 
hospitals and no schools. They don’t even have basic constitutional rights which 
were promised to them by all ruling parties. Issues like Forest Rights Act and PESA 
are conveniently overlooked. This is the reason why all of us from Andhra Pradesh 
decided to participate in this yatra.”  

 

He added, “We, however, feel we should have visited some of the interior villages 
rather than walking on the highway. We stopped at only those villages where 
villagers received us and gave us a place to stay. This is an important point which 
should be kept in mind. The immediate next step should be to visit villages in 
Andhra and identify all those who had migrated from Chhattisgarh. They should 
be on board too and once we have the numbers, we should take out a cycle yatra 
to Raipur.”      

Telangana 

Sidam Arju, Raj Gond Seva Samithi head, took the stage along with 63 members 
from Adilabad, Telangana. He thanked all the yatris and began by saying that 



 

64 

visiting Chhattisgarh was an eye-opener as only after visiting some of the villages 
could people from Telangana understand how deprived people here were. “It was 
saddening to meet villagers and see so many police camps. They live in extreme 
poverty and are scared. Language is a major barrier as they speak only Gondi. There 
were many learning from this yatra. Now we know what the situation is like and 
what needs to be done. Through this yatra we learnt how to use media effectively 
to put our point across. We should keep their local Gondi cultures and traditions in 
mind and community elders should take responsibility to take the peace process 
forward.”  

 

Talking about the future course of action, he said: “There will be peace in this region 
only if constitutional rights are implemented and there are enough hospitals and 
schools. Hundreds of villages are still cut-off. We saw so many Pradhan Mantri 
Sadak Yojna boards, but there were no roads.”  

“To begin with, we should push the government to have these basics in place. The 
government should also consider fast-tracking cases of those who are being 
wrongly incarcerated and steps should be taken to release them as soon as 
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possible. Also, the government should consider honoring those who have lost 
lives because of this violence, irrespective of who got killed.”    

Madhya Pradesh 

Jagdish Yadav, a member of the CGNet family, began his session by introducing all 
his 13 team members from Madhya Pradesh. He then talked about how his team 
members would read about violence in Chhattisgarh and wondered if they would 
get to visit places like Bastar and Sukma. “When we were asked if we would like to 
join the yatra, we immediately said yes. Presence of so many individuals made this 
yatra a grand success.” 

 

Talking about their yatra experiences, he said: “People are genuinely scared to talk 
about their issues. Children lack basic education and youth are unemployed. We 
could not see proper implementation of various welfare schemes. The government 
is neglecting law and order situation and not addressing the issue of constitutional 
rights. There are no proper roads, people have to walk for days to reach the nearest 
hospital, there are so many people in jails, Gondi language is not getting its due 
credit…there are so many issues.”  
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“We had a long discussion and we feel more people should participate in this new 
peace process. We should also establish ‘Shanti Sochna Kendra’ in villages where 
people can discuss issues. There should also be a platform in villages were ladies 
can come and share their problems freely. We should establish ‘Shanti Janadhikar 
Abhiyan’ where people talk about their rights.”  

Maharashtra 

Shamrao Uikey from Maharashtra introduced his team members and said: “Tribals 
living in jungles don’t have good clothes or food to eat and proper housing. Even 
after 70 years of independence, Adivasis are suffering. We visited many villages and 
even sarpanchs refrain from talking about naxals or violence. It’s imperative that 
we strengthen gram sabhas and ensure that tribals get constitutional rights 
promised to them.  

 

“As of now we don’t have a social platform through which we can deal with these 
issues. We need to involve more people in this peace process, for which we need 
to get in touch with those who live in forests. Effective communication could be 
the first step and we need to empower our youth and women.”  
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Dolatram Korange added, “The sad part is that those who kill, get killed and those 
who are suffering because of this violence are all our people. Politicians are to be 
blamed for this mess and we need to address these issues otherwise the violence 
will never end.”  

  
 Uttam Achala singing a song 
 

Chhattisgarh  

Padyatris from Chhattisgarh began the session by introducing themselves. Gondi 
Dharmguru Sher Singh Achala from Chhattisgarh thanked all the yatris, especially 
those who had come from Telangana, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra, as well 
as those from urban India who chose to participate at their free will. “So many of 
us walked for peace for 10 days and the fact the no untoward incident happened 
or no one fell sick proves that we have embarked on a positive mission. However, 
we need to involve more people, especially youngsters, and we need to keep 
thinking about new strategies.” Taking over, Shamdev Shundi a journalism and 
political science student from Kanker, Chhattisgarh said: “Not only in Bastar, 
Adivasis are suffering in all the Central Indian states. The atmosphere is not 
conducive for peace and we first need to work on that. We need to visit interior 
villages and talk to them, especially women and children. We also need to involve 
more community elders and leaders as it would then be easier to deal with villagers 
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who are cut off. Bhan Sahu from CGNet ended the session by saying: ”Not many 
women participated in the yatra this time so next time we need to involve more 
women, especially those who are actually suffering. The peace process will make 
more sense only if more women join us.” 
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Day 2 
The day-long session started at 10 AM with VB Chandrashekharan, Founder-
Trustee of Sabari Gandhi Aashramam, taking the stage and congratulating CGNet 
Founder Shubhranshu Chaudhury and all the yatris for successful completion of 
Shanti padyatra. He added the yatra has not ended and this, in fact, is just the 
beginning.  

Bastar Dialogue 2 was attended by journalists, artists, human rights activists, 
bureaucrats, community elders and leaders and all the yatris who took turns to 
share their yatra experiences and suggested ways to take the Peace Process 
forward.   

Shubhranshu Chaudhury, founder, CGNet, began his session by saying that the 
main intention behind organizing Bastar Dialogue 2 was to provide a platform for 
those who participated in the yatra to share their experiences. It was also a 
message to those who could not participate so that they could be inspired to join 
subsequent yatras. He said that the peace process had started much before 
October 2 through various Gondi workshops that were organized to make youth 
aware of their language, culture and tradition. It was during these workshops that 
he met many community elders and leaders who also felt that something should 
be done to establish peace in Bastar region.  

“Our brothers are picking up guns because no one understands their language. At 
CGnet, we tried reaching far-flung villages through our mobile journalism so that 
those who didn’t know Hindi or any other language could share their problems. It's 
important to promote Gondi so that our Adivasi brothers and sisters don't have to 
pick up guns to put their point across. This fight is way deeper than what it comes 
across and we need to make Adivasis understand that we are with them and we 
respect their language, culture and tradition,” he said.    
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Talking about the yatra, he said, “This time, for logistical reasons, we could not visit 
interior villages. Walking was a huge risk, but because we feel the pain of our 
Adivasi brothers and sisters who are deprived, we had to take this risk. People were 
scared, injured, but they kept walking because this violence has to stop. Initially, 
we didn’t get much support because people were scared to talk to us, but as the 
yatra progressed, they started coming out. We received a letter from Maoists even 
before the yatra began. They condemned the yatra. But we went ahead because 
we wanted to send across the message that we were not targeting any particular 
side and desired an end to the violence.” 

He then thanked community elders like Daulatram Korange and Sher Singh Achala 
for walking barefoot, Sidam Arju for bringing in highest number of yatris from 
Telangana and VB Chandrashekhar, who has been working in this field since 2010.  

The Peace Process has reached Jagdalpur and now the next step should be Raipur, 
he added, and gave three suggestions to take the Peace Process forward and, in 
turn, put pressure on the government to act.  
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(1) There are many Adivasis languishing in prison for many years. Their cases 
should be fast-tracked and those who are being wrongly incarcerated 
should be released within three months. The government has been 
overlooking grave issues like lack of education, medical facilities and pending 
constitutional rights like PESA, FRA, strengthening of Gram Sabhas and the 
Fifth Amendment. The government should create an atmosphere that’s 
conducive for peace and if they fail to do, a cycle yatra should be taken out 
from Jagdalpur to Raipur.  

(2) A Shanti Bhoomkaal -- a huge gathering of Adivasis -- should be organised. 
Just as the previous Bhoomkaal -- organized way back in 1910 -- was against 
the British, this one should be against violence and for peace. He requested 
community elders and leaders, artists, singers and all those who connect 
with Adivasis to be a part of this Shanti Bhoomkaal . 

(3) There are many areas in Bastar where Naxals are active and one needs their 
permission to enter those areas. Those who live there speak only Gondi and 
hence there is a disconnect between the insiders and outsiders. His last 
suggestion was to form small groups of Gondi-speaking people and send 
them to interior villages to understand the problems faced by people. The 
biggest problem is that Gondi-speaking population is divided in six states and 
the government does not respect the language, culture, tradition and 
constitutional rights of Adivasis, which is the root cause of the problem, he 
added.   

He concluded his speech by saying that it’s unrealistic to expect thousands of 
Adivasis to join the Peace Process. “It’s a slow process, but we should not stop 
working as for the first time we have involved those who are actually suffering.” 

Kumar Soneraav -- a tehsildaar from Andhra Pradesh, who decided to participate 
in the yatra the day he retired – said walking wasn’t easy but something like this 
had to be done because the situation in Bastar is really bad. “People have not 
received land, many live in makeshift homes and they don’t get good education or 
medical facilities.”  
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Dolatram Korange from Telangana – also known as ‘Telangana ke Gandhi’ as he 
never kept the Gondi flag down during the yatra – said, “Even after so many years 
of independence, Adivasis are suffering. Innocent people are in jail, which is unfair, 
and hence I decided to be a part of this yatra.”  

 

CGNet’s Jagdish Yadav, who is from Madhya Pradesh, added: “It was always very 
disappointing to read about Bastar. So when I got an opportunity to visit these 
conflicted areas, I came down. People here are genuinely scared to even talk. 
Development can be seen only on the highway and those living in interior villages 
don’t get basic amenities and welfare schemes don’t reach them. It’s imperative to 
set up ‘Shanti Soochna Kendras’ in various villages where people could talk about 
their problems. Meetings should be conducted with NGOs and authorities to 
understand what people go through. It’s important to bring them on a common 
platform. Since at the moment we don’t have a social platform, it would be very 
difficult for people to take us seriously. It’s important that we set up an 
organization called ‘Shanti Janandolan’ and under this umbrella we can take the 
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peace process forward. We should also organize ‘Shanti Mahasammelan’ – a 
gathering of Adivasis – every month.” 

 

Shamrao Usandi from Chhattisgarh said: “We want peace in Bastar and Central 
India. There is no development. People here are too scared to talk about basic 
things like peace and development and they hesitate to discuss the issues that they 
face. They are not able to leave villages and are not happy living there either. I feel 
they all deserve better lives and first thing that we could do is to push the 
government to give them the constitutional rights promised to them. And it has 
to be done keeping Adivasi culture, tradition and language in mind. I want the next 
generation to live in a peaceful environment and if we don’t act now, they will 
continue to suffer.” He added that we need numbers and it will be impossible for 
150-odd people to pressurize the government. “Those who were a part of this 
yatra, must spread the word and talk to people so that not just those who live by 
the highway, but even those living in interior villages, can join us in this new Peace 
Process.”    
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Uttam Achala from Gadchiroli, Maharashtra said: “I strongly feel we should have 
one platform or we should have an organization that should be working for 
Adivasis. Right now, many small organizations and groups have come together 
and participated in this yatra, but that’s not enough. We need one organization 
so that it’s easier for Adivasis to relate to it. Those who know Gondi language 
should visit villages in small groups and make them aware of their constitutional 
rights. Also, we should take out a cycle yatra from Jagdalpur to Raipur so that the 
government takes us seriously.”  

Sidam Arju from Telangana said: “It was saddening to see so many police camps in 
Bastar. There is a great divide between the rich and the poor. Those who are poor 
are extremely poor and it seems the rich are benefitting from the Fifth Amendment 
provisions that should logically make Adivasis rich and self-sufficient. The outsiders 
are making the most of their ignorance. The Gonds are spread across six Central 
Indian states, but the remote control of their lives is with people who don’t want 
Adivasis to progress. They don’t take us seriously or respect our language, culture 
and tradition.  
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They have killed many of us and have imprisoned even more innocent people. The 
Tribal Welfare Department gets money, but this is not reaching the poor. Bastar is 
probably the richest region in India and Adivasis should have benefitted from it 
over the years, but they have not. We must try to understand what made them o 
pick guns up – that should be the first step. Politicians have deliberately made sure 
‘sabka saath sabka vikas’ does not reach these scheduled areas, which remain 
remote. Peace means not just non-violence, but also food to eat, homes to live in 
and good education.”  

CR Bakshi from Adivasi Mahasabha started his session by saying that he wanted to 
be a part of this yatra, but could not because he met with an accident and 
expressed his desire to be a part of subsequent yatras and marches. “I think this 
peace process should not just be about Gandhivaad, but we should also make 
Marxvaad a part of it.  I back Shubhranshu’s suggestion that we should organize a 
Shanti Bhoomkaal which should be against violence, corruption, poverty and 
deforestation.” He added that there is a need to form small groups and initiate a 
dialogue with Adivasis and talk to them about their rights. “We should definitely 
take out a cycle yatra and form a social organization to involve more people.”  

The second session started with Amar Maravi from CGNet and his team singing 
songs.  

After that Bhagatji, who walked the entire yatra without wearing any footwear, 
shared his experiences. He said: “We need to keep talking to people and 
discrimination on the basis of language and culture has to stop. Though the Gonds 
are spread across six states in Central India, we first have to convince ourselves that 
we all are one and there is no such thing as “Andhra Gond, Telengana Gond, or 
Chhhattisgarhi Gond’.”   

Shobharaam Sori – whose house was vandalized many years back – said if we 
really want peace in Bastar, we will have to visit interior villages and talk to 
people in a language that they understand. “If we do this, Naxals may attack us, 
but walking on roads does not make sense. We will have to enter the jungles. We 
have to understand that only those who are uneducated and unemployed join the 
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naxals. They are our people, our brothers and sisters. And if we have to stop them 
from joining them, we have to talk to them.”   

Ramsharan Joshi, a journalist by profession, added that it’s sad that we need 
permission to visit certain areas and hence we need to understand why such a 
situation was created in the first place. He said that not just in Bastar, Adivasis in 
all the Central Indian state are fighting for ‘Jal, Jungle, Zameen’. “Development is a 
must as population has gone up and will keep going up. Bastar has changed over 
the years, but Adivasis are not benefitting from it. They continue to be poor. Many 
outsiders have come into Bastar who are making good money, but they don’t 
bother to employ Adivasis. Bastar is rich in resources and everyone is eyeing a piece 
of this land, including the rich and powerful, who have nothing to do with Adivasi 
culture and tradition.”  

 

He gave example of Canada where Red Indians fought with the Canadian 
government for years for exploiting them, which has resulted in the government 
taking a back seat and it no longer snatches land from Adivasis. He further blamed 
the school curriculum and said that no one bothers to teach children about Adivasi 
leaders who fought against the British and added that if a Maharana Pratap Statue 
could come up in Bastar, why can’t a Birsa Munda statue be erected in New Delhi? 
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He ended his speech by saying that if we want Naxals to join the  mainstream, we 
will have to educate our Adivasis . He added that Naxals should not be under any 
false impression that they will take over Delhi, because in reality they can’t even 
reach Raipur.  

JR Armo, a social activist, reiterated that education is the key and Adivasis would 
continue to suffer if they are unaware of their rights. “The main reason why 
Naxalism is thriving here is because Bastar is rich and the government wants to 
make it poor. Adivasi will have to step up and learn Hindi. They will have to step 
out of their comfort zone and interact with outsiders. Only then would they learn 
how to deal with their situation.”  

Satyajeet Bhhatacharya, a theater personality, talked about Salwa Judum and 
added, “Sadak, shiksha aur swasthya se suvidha milti hai par sanskar nahi milte. 
Uske liye samajik shiksha zaroori hai.” (you get roads, education and health, but 
not culture. For that, we need societal education). 

Samau Raam Kaushi, a padyatri, said Bastar has changed for the worse and people 
are scared and suppressed. “35-40 years back, people in Bastar were scared of wild 
animals. Now they fear human beings. We must analyze when and why this 
happened. It’s unrealistic to expect that Adivasis will leave forests and settle 
elsewhere. Why should they? Development is necessary, but even more necessary 
is education.”  

Ex MLA Rajaram Todam from Sarv Adivasi Samaj said: “People in Bastar want 
peace, but they are too scared to get involved. This yatra has managed to send a 
message across to them and now hopefully they will not hesitate. However, a 
dialogue between government and Naxals is important. We must also talk to the 
educated lot who back and motivate Naxals. It seems that the government does 
not want peace in Bastar and is deliberately creating this atmosphere of unrest so 
that people start leaving Bastar. Adivasis in Central Indian states continue to suffer 
because their thought processes differ. They will have to unite and communicate.”    

BPS Netam, ex IAS officer, added: “Adivasis are being driven out of their homes 
under the guise of development. They do get hefty compensations, but since they 
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are illiterate and there is no one to guide them, they end up spending all that 
money rather than investing it. Around 900 villages are non-existent – some fled 
during Salwa Judum and many left after they got trapped between Naxalites and 
security forces. Around 3 lakh Adivasis have migrated to Andhra Pradesh and they 
are working as daily wage earners. I blame the tussle between security forces and 
Naxals for the situation in Bastar. I feel, if we let the security forces go, then 
Naxalism will gradually end.”  

 

Dr. SR Netam, a social activist from Sarv Adivasi Samaj, added we need to start 
thinking of new next steps as people here are genuinely scared, both those who 
live in cities as well as those who live in villages. We need more numbers and we 
have to ensure 2,000 people, and not 200, join the next peace march. We should 
also form small groups among villagers and train them so they can serve as our 
messengers. Through them, we can understand the issues faced by locals.” 

Roop Lal Maravi, a padyatri from Surajpur, said: “When we came to know about the 
yatra, two of us from Surajpur came to walk. The situation is peaceful in Surajpur, 
but it isn’t in Bastar. It was incredible to see that both young and old walking for 
peace with equal enthusiasm. The younger generation should learn from 
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community elders. The immediate next step should be to understand what 
prompts Adivasis to pick up guns and turn to Naxalism.”  

Bhan Sahu, a member of CGNet family, raised a pertinent point when she said: “We 
need more women to join the New Peace Process, especially those who are 
actually suffering. If they join us, only then the subsequent yatras would make 
sense. Situation in Bastar is really bad, but it’s the women who always suffer the 
most. They don’t even have proper clothes or food to eat. I tried talking to them 
but they are too scared to talk. If a woman is hesitating to share her problems with 
another woman, than there is lot we need to think about. We must prepare a 
roadmap for the future so that peace returns to Bastar and women don’t have to 
suffer.”   

Mohan Yadav, also from CGNet, said: “This yatra was immensely successful as we 
got direct and indirect support from a lot of people. It was heartening to learn that 
those who could not join us were constantly praying for us. We got a very positive 
response from people and villagers. During the course of this yatra, we stayed at 
many residential schools and pota cabins and they went out of their way to 
accommodate us. Many villagers prepared food for us, and did not hesitate to help 
us in any possible way. They all expressed their desire to join future yatras. This was 
a small but significant step, and we managed to create lot of buzz.”  

At the end of the session, Gondi Dharmguru Sher Singh Achla talked about Gondi 
culture, Shanti Padyatra and why peace is important.   

The session ended with many yatris reciting poems, singing songs and sharing their 
experiences. After a short break, Bastar Dialogue 2 resumed again and for the next 
two hours intense discussion happened over what should be included in the draft 
letter that would be submitted to the Governor.  

Bastar Dialogue 2 ended at 8 PM.   
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Appendix 5: Pamphlets in Shanti Padyatra 
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Appendix 6: Media Reports 
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